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The Council for Near 
Infrared Spectroscopy: A 
Vision from 2007 Onwards  
A Message From The President 

by Katherine Bakeev 

 
Dr. Katherine Bakeev, President, CNIRS 

With this the first issue of our newsletter for 2007, I am 
honored to begin my term as the president of CNIRS. It 
is truly a pleasure to serve a strong community of 
scientists from whom I continue to learn so much. This 
past year was a busy one for the Council, with 
involvement in various activities expanding the reach 
for the group and with that the use and understanding 

CNIRS 2007 Elections 
Dear CNIRS Members. 

We are pleased to put forward the following slate of 
candidates for your approval. 

For President- Dr. Gabor Kemeny (Pike 
Technologies) 

Dr. Gabor Kemeny has a masters degree in chemical 
engineering, a doctorate in physical chemistry / 
spectroscopy from the Technical University of 
Budapest, HUNGARY and did postdoctoral work with 
Prof. Peter R. Griffiths in Athens OH and with Prof. 
David L Wetzel in Manhattan KS. He has worked with 
Technicon Instruments (Now part of Bayer) as Sr. 
Project Manager , with Nicolet Instruments (Now 
Thermo Fisher Scientific) as Sr. Scientist, Bran and 
Luebbe (Director of Near-Infrared Technology) and with 
Rio Grande Medical (Now InLight Technologies) as 
project manager 

He is currently president of Kemeny Associates LLC, a 
firm specializing in near-infrared, infrared, process 
analysis and consulting. He has a part-time position 
with PIKE Technologies developing applications and 
infrared accessories.  

Dr Kemeny has produced more than fifty technical 
papers, contributions to conference proceedings, book 
chapters, and presentations as contributor or invited 
speaker at national and international conferences. He 
has lectured on various subjects such as use of near 
infrared analysis for blend monitoring, novel 
instrumentation for process analysis, acousto-optical 
tunable filters, integrating spheres and near-infrared 
wavelength standards. For several years, he taught 
near infrared courses affiliated with EAS and SAS.   

He has practical applications experience with 
agricultural and industrial products and process 
analysis; pharmaceuticals and biomedical use of 
infrared and near-infrared technologies. and 
biodiagnostics.  

continued on page 2, column 1 
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of near-infrared spectroscopy. 

 The highlight of 2006 was surely the 13th 
IDRC which served as the 25th anniversary of this 
biennial conference (how you get 25 years on an event 
held every 2 years still escapes me – but hey, it gave 
us a reason to have a celebration!!) The conference, 
with participants from 19 countries, provided a relaxing 
atmosphere in Chambersburg, PA for members of the 
NIR community to enjoy a week of good science and 
even better camaraderie.  At this 2006 IDRC, the 
second Birth Award was bestowed on Prof. Yuki Ozaki 
of Kwansei Gakuin University in Japan. We were all 
sorry that he was not able to attend in person, and 
wish him and his family all the best.  It was also 
wonderful to be able to honor Karl Norris – a name 
known to all in NIR- with an honorary Doctorate degree 
from Wilson College during the conference in August. 
To extend the reach of the CNIRS and near-infrared 
spectroscopy, several travel grants were awarded, 
allowing for participation of several students from 
various countries who shared their work with us in 
posters and oral presentations during the conference.  

 In 2006 we also saw the creation of a new 
website – dedicated to CNIRS. We will continue to 
keep a separate website for IDRC. We hope to use 
this website as a vehicle to provide educational 
materials on near-infrared spectroscopy. It will also 
continue to bring you news in the form of this 
newsletter, Council announcements, and links to other 
related sites and organizations. The Spectrum is a 
great tradition started by Prof. Fred McClure. We hope 
that we can maintain it to his standards for many years 
to come! 

 The IDRC website is the new home of the NIR 
history project – an effort by Dr. Howard Mark to 
catalogue much of the history of near-infrared 
spectroscopy and organizations such as the CNIRS. 
As the project evolves, we can all look forward to 
hearing more about it from Howard. 

 One little-known gem that the CNIRS offers is 
an extensive bibliography of NIR literature and patents. 
With more than 30,000 citations, this bibliography is a 
necessity for all those who work in the field of NIR. 
Since it is provided in the format of EndNote, users 

can supplement the bibliography with their own entries 
(in case there are some missing!) 

 The CNIRS solidified its relationship with the 
Society for Applied Spectroscopy in 2006. We are the 
NIR technical affiliate of SAS, and through this can 
reach a wider audience. Members can now renew their 
membership directly with us, or when renewing their 
SAS dues. We hope that this affiliation will bring us 
closer to the fold of spectroscopists as NIR has truly 
come of age. It continues to enjoy an expansion into 
many application areas beyond its roots in agricultural 
applications. 

Now it is time to look forward, and what the future 
holds for us as an organization. We have 
strengthened, and extended our participation in the 
scientific community. In 2007 we will again co-sponsor 
sessions at the FACSS meeting, as we have done in 
the two previous years. This allows us to support the 
communication of work in near-infrared spectroscopy 
at an international meeting beyond our own biennial 
event. We will also again have a booth at the Eastern 
Analytical Symposium (EAS). This is a conference that 
has historically had quite a bit of participation from the 
NIR community, so increasing our presence is a logical 
step. 

We hope to continue to grow our membership, and to 
continue to be an active organization. It is the desire of 
the Council Board to be able to provide educational 
tools on NIR, and hopefully we will be able to devote 
some efforts to this as we move forward. In this 
electronic age, it may just be a matter of compiling 
some of the exhaustive information that most of the 
members already use for teaching purposes, and 
making it accessible to a greater audience. I envision 
that the CNIRS will continue our outreach to the 
greater spectroscopic community by our involvement 
with SAS, hosting a booth at EAS, and again co-
sponsoring NIR sessions at FACSS. 

We also look forward to maintaining our traditions as 
an organization. We have much to look forward to as 
planning begins for the 14th IDRC in 2008 under the 
leadership of Steve Delwiche of the USDA. 

    

Continued on page 3, column 1 
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  Dr. W. Fred “Mac” McClure, Emeritus Professor 
 

  2007: A Really Good Year 
 

continued on page 8 (McClure) 

 Elections for CNIRS will soon be held. I look 
forward to this as a chance to get a few new faces involved 
in the leadership. The CNIRS has done so much until 
now – in terms of advancing NIR, providing travel 
awards to enable a greater participation in the IDRC, 
and generally advancing the field of NIR spectroscopy. 
It is up to the current organization to keep the 
momentum going and bring us into the forefront of the 
spectroscopic community. I look forward to the next 
two years – which will be busy for the CNIRS. 
Hopefully we can have fun as we develop our 
organization and community. v 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
EAS CALL FOR PAPERS              
DEADLINE – APRIL 15, 2007 

NIR 2007 - THE 13TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 

NEAR INFRARED SPECTROSCOPY                   
UMEÅ, SWEDEN, 17 JUNE - JUNE 21, 2007 

FACSS 2007               
MEMPHIS, TN, USA, 14 OCTOBER - OCTOBER 18, 2007 

44TH EASTERN ANALYTICAL SYMPOSIUM AND 

EXPOSITION, 12–15 NOVEMBER 2007, SOMERSET, NEW 
JERSEY; EASTERN ANALYTICAL SYMPOSIUM AND 
EXPOSITION, INC., P.O. BOX 633, MONTCHANIN, 
DELAWARE 19710, E-MAIL: EASINFO@AOL.COM,  PH 
(610)485-4633, FAX: (610)485-9467. 

A  N O T E  F R O M  O U R  E D I T O R  

Other current interests are in pharmaceutical analysis, 
microsampling and biodiagnostics. Dr. Kemeny has 
five issued patents in near-infrared instrumentation 
and chromatography. Other affiliations include Member 
of the Scientific Advisory Board of Buchi Analytical, 
Inc. (2004-2006), US representative of VTT Optical 
Instrument Centre of Finland 
 

For Treasurer- Susan Foulk (Guided Wave) 

Susan is a Senior Applications Chemist with Guided 
Wave, Inc focusing on the use of chemometric 
methods in on-line NIR measurements in the refining 
and chemical industry.  She has been with Guided 
Wave since 1987.  Susan is currently the treasurer of 
CNIRS and has held that position since 2001.  In 2006 
she has worked to file the organization’s incorporation 
papers and help it to secure non-profit status with the 
IRS.  Susan has a BS degree in Chemistry from the 
University of Florida and a MS degree in Analytical 
Chemistry from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill.  

For Secretary- Dr. Howard Mark (Mark Electronics) 

Howard Mark got his start in NIR in 1976 when he 
joined the NIR development group of Technicon 
Instruments. There he was on the project team for 
development of the first Technicon-built NIR 
instruments, the InfraAlyzer models 400 and 500, and 
wrote the algorithms for using MLR and later, PCR to 
calibrate the instruments. He created the first 
transferable calibration (for protein in wheat), brought 
the concept of Mahalanobis Distance to the NIR 
community, and had many other "firsts". He is the 
senior author of the well-received series of columns 
"Statistics in Spectroscopy", which later became 
"Chemometrics in Spectroscopy", both in 
Spectroscopy magazine, and which has been running 
since 1986. 

Howard is a past-president of the CNIRS (1993-94) 
and has been secretary of the CNIRS for the past 
several years. 

He has published over 150 papers and has presented 
over 75 lectures at various scientific meetings. He is 
the winner of the 2003 EAS award for Achievement in 
NIR spectroscopy. He is now president of Mark 
Electronics, where he consults in NIR spectroscopy, 
chemometric and statistical data analysis, and custom  
software and instrument development. 

 

continued from page 1 (Elections) 
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For Board of Directors:  

Mr. Emil Ciurczak  

Emil W. Ciurczak has advanced degrees in Chemistry 
from Rutgers and Seton Hall Universities and has 
worked in the pharmaceutical industry since 1970 at 
companies such as Ciba-Geigy, Sandoz, Berlex, 
Merck & Co., and Purdue Pharma. He has done 
method development on numerous types of analytical 
equipment. Since 1983,  has done most of his 
research on pharmaceutical applications of NIR and 
published over 40 journal articles and presented over 
two hundred technical papers. 
 
He is Contributing Editor for Spectroscopy and 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing, has written and edited 
texts such as “Handbook of NIR Analysis” (1st and 2nd 
and 3rd editions), “Pharmaceutical and Medical 
Applications of NIRS,” and “Molecular Spectroscopy 
Workbench” and contributed numerous chapters to 
texts on the subject of NIR applications to life sciences. 
Emil is also on the editorial boards of American 
Pharmaceutical Review, Journal of NIRS, and 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing. He has chaired the NY 
and Balto-Wash sections of SAS, was one of the 
founders of the Council for NIRS, and was the 2002 
chair for the IDRC. 
 
He has taught at the college level since 1979 and 
teaches short courses NIR and PAT) for the CfPA (US 
and Europe). Emil works as a consultant in the field of 
pharmaceutical NIR and PAT and holds seven patents 
for NIR-based devices and software. He was an 
original member of the PAT sub-committee (for 
Validation) to the FDA Advisory Board and is a 
member of the PAT Advisory Committee to the USP. 
 
Dr. Igor Kovalenko (BASF) 
 
Igor Kovalenko received his BS degree (1995) in 
Electrical Engineering from National Agricultural 
University (Ukraine) and his MS (2001) and PhD  
(2005) degrees in Agricultural Engineering from Iowa 
State University.  
 
During his PhD studies and postdoctoral appointment 
(Iowa State, Dr. Charles Hurburgh), he conducted 
research in application of NIR spectroscopy and 
chemometrics for determination of amino and fatty acid 
profiles of bulk grain, and NIR imaging for analysis of 
single seeds.  
 
Results of his experiments have been presented at 
PITTCON and IDRC, and published in Journals of 
AOCS, Agricultural and Food Chemistry, and NIR 
Spectroscopy. Igor is a member of Council for Near-

Infrared Spectroscopy, Society for Applied 
Spectroscopy, and Institute of Food Technologists.  
Currently, he works as a Filed Analytics Manager with 
BASF Plant Science (Ames, Iowa) and is responsible 
for operational oversight of NIR-based grain analysis.  
 
Dr. Art Springsteen (Avian Technologies) 
 
Art Springsteen is the President of Avian Technologies 
LLC, based in Wilmington, Ohio. The company 
specializes in the development of artifact reflectance 
and transmittance standards for the UV-Vis, Color, 
NIR, and MIR regions and fluorescent artifacts aimed 
at paper/textile/color/agricultural industries. In addition, 
Dr. Springsteen develops optical coatings and 
materials for use in the spectroscopic community. He 
also heads Avian Group USA, a design and 
development consortium specializing in the design of 
spectroscopic and radiometric instruments, and 
optically based medical devices.  
 
Formerly Director of Advanced Development and 
Principal Scientist at Labsphere Inc., Art is probably 
best known for the development of Spectralon® 
reflectance materials and Labsphere's line of high 
reflectance coatings. He also holds 9 patents ranging 
in topics from instrument design, fluorescence, and 
agricultural analysis. He is also well known as a 
speaker on reflectance and materials and is the author 
of over 20 papers, along with the Academic Press 
Book 'Applied Spectroscopy, A Complete Guide for 
Practitioners' with colleague Jerry Workman. 
 
Dr. Springsteen is a Board Member of the Council for 
Optical Radiation Measurement, was formerly a board 
member of ISCC, and is an active member of ASTM E-
12, E-13, AATCC, CNIRS.SAS, and the NPL Colour 
Club (Interest Group). He is also a 35 year member of 
the American Chemical Society. He holds a BS in 
Chemistry from St. Francis College (now University), 
and MS in Chemistry from Marshall University and a 
PhD in Organic Chemistry from West Virginia 
University. He also did post-doctoral work in cancer 
research at NFCR. 
 
Dr. David Hopkins (Hopkins Consultancy) 
 
Dr. David Hopkins has been consulting to NIR 
instrumentation manufacturers and users for more than 
14 years.  He has mentored NIR users in 
Pharmaceutical, Food and Agricultural, Petrochemical, 
and other fields.  He has worked in projects employing 
NIR, IR, Raman and HPLC.  Since 1978 he has 
developed applications and contributed to the 
understanding and use of NIR in measuring liquids and 
solids.  He obtained his Ph.D. from the University of 
California, San Diego.  

continued on page 5 (Elections) 
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Dave also enjoys singing in church and community 
groups, and hiking, camping and canoeing with his 
wife.  
 
His broad experience in analytical chemistry, 
spectroscopy and chemometrics has led many 
companies to increased productivity and efficiency in 
maintaining quality using NIR measurement 
technology. 
 
Mr. Gary Ritchie 
 
Gary brings 22 years of experience in pharmaceutical 
analytical chemistry to the board. He started out his 
career at Danbury Pharmacal, Inc. / Schein 
Pharmaceutical Inc as a scientist in quality control and 
advanced to methods evaluation in the technical 
transfer group, then promoted to senior scientist. This 
was followed by 11 years of service with Purdue 
Pharma LP. During his tenure at Purdue Pharma, LP, 
Gary was a principal scientist in the Pharmaceutical 
Analysis, New Technologies Group. He founded and 
chaired an ad hoc committee known as the Near 
Infrared Validation Working Group (NIRVWoG) and 
helped to revise and update the United States 
Pharmacopeia General Chapter <1119> Near-Infrared 
Spectroscopy. Gary has developed Near Infrared (NIR) 
methods and standards for the quantification and 
qualification of pharmaceutical dosage forms and 
investigated validation schemes for laboratory and 

process NIR instrumentation. A noted expert in the 
field of NIR, Gary has extensively researched, 
published and presented at national and international 
forums on the regulatory approaches for designing, 
validating, and implementing NIR methodologies for 
use in GMP environments. 
 
Gary is the chairman of the ASTMI E13.11 
subcommittee on Multivariate Analysis, and is a former 
member of ASTMI Committee E55 on Pharmaceutical 
Application of Process Analytical Technology. He also 
is a member of the American Chemical Society, 
Society for Applied Spectroscopy, The Coblentz 
Society, and serves on the board of directors of the 
Council for Near Infrared Spectroscopy (CNIRS). He 
served as chairman of the International Diffuse 
Reflectance Conference (IDRC) in 2006. From 1999 to 
2001, Gary served as secretary of the New York 
Section, Society for Applied Spectroscopy (NYSAS). 
The NYSAS was the recipient of the William J. 
Poehlman Award in 2000 New York. This award is 
granted to the Local Section of the Society which has 
contributed the most towards accomplishing the goals 
and ideals of the Society during the preceding year. 
Gary holds several patents for multivariate analysis, 
and NIR instrumentation.  
 
Gary received a Master of Science degree and a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology from the University 
of Bridgeport. v 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE CHAMBERSBURG 
MEETING:  
SCROLLING DOWN TO 2008 
A Message From The IDRC 2008 Chairman 

by Stephen Delwiche 

 

Dr. Stephen Delwiche, Chairman IDRC 2008 

 
Mark your calendars – August 3-8, 2008.  We will be 
meeting again for the fourteenth IDRC in 
Chambersburg, Pennsylvania.  Two years seems quite 
far in the future from this vantage point, but it will creep 
up on us soon enough.  Our success at working with 
the excellent staff at Wilson College means that the 
stomping grounds will remain the same.  As the 2008 
meeting organizer, this brings me the pleasant 
satisfaction of knowing the meeting has a firm 
foundation for success. Small things may vary, such as 
the on-campus location of the meeting room (as the 
College may be in the midst of their science program 
expansion project at that time); however, the larger 
aspects – the science and the people who explore it – 
will sustain the long tradition of success of the IDRC. 
 
 It is always pleasant to hear the remarks of 
first-time conferees to IDRC. These remarks usually 
center on the expressed feeling of satisfaction that for 
once, a meeting has lived up to its billing as time well-
spent in improving the mind, as opposed to adding one 
more event to the block of time that falls into that 
described by Woody Allen’s, 

 
continued on page 6 (Delwiche), column 1 
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“eighty percent of life is showing up.”  
 
The IDRC rests squarely in the twenty percent block – 
no pretenses, no glamour, no fame, but worlds of 
knowledge for the taking.  Besides, where else can you 
find refuge in a weeklong conference, complete with 
program, room, board, and recreation, all for less than 
the cost of registration at a national meeting?  
 
The upcoming meeting will maintain its traditional 
structure as a Gordon-type conference. This means 
plenary morning sessions consisting of in-depth talks 
and lively discussion, afternoons free for exploration, 
and evening lectures.  Although session titles have not 
been finalized at this early date, the following areas are 
under consideration: the physics and modeling of light 
in scattering and absorbing media, linking mid-IR to 
near-IR spectral interpretation, analytical spectroscopy 
without chemometrics, advances of optical sensing in 
the biomedical field, chemometrics for quantitative 
analysis, chemometrics for classification, when Raman 
reigns supreme (and when it doesn’t), aquaphotomics 
(thank you, Roumiana, for the word), and NIR in food, 
chemical, and pharmaceutical processing. Of course, 
an evening will be set aside for our exhibitors to 
demonstrate their newest products.  And, lest we 
forget the tales of our practicing NIR spectroscopists 
who claim to be faster and shoot straighter than their 
shadows, we hope to set aside a block of time for the 
software shootout (attention members with intriguing 
databases – we may be calling on you).  A first 
announcement will be posted in Summer 2007.  
Please don’t hesitate to send your suggestions to me 
on features that you’d like to see in your next 
Chambersburg meeting. v 
 
 
 

The "HISTORY" project on the 
IDRC/CNIRS web site 
by Howard Mark 

Under the "History" tab on the IDRC web site there's a 
new, if still somewhat obscure, highlighted link labeled 
"history project". If you click on that, you find a few 
brief paragraphs that include another highlighted 
link labeled "Directory list". If you then click on that, 
you find a list of links, each labeled with a name, a 
year and brief description. What is this all about? 
 
It started several years ago, when I was going through 
my files and realized that I had a lot of old letters, 
reports, and other documents dating from when I first 
became involved with near infrared. That was back in 

1976 when I joined Technicon Instruments; one of the 
first three companies to jump on the NIR "bandwagon" 
after Karl made his breakthroughs and started the 
whole commercialization of the technology. 
 
So I said to myself "Self, whadaya gonna do with all 
this stuff?" I didn't have a whole lot of options. I could 
throw it out, and clear out some file space, but that 
sure seemed like a waste of information of historical 
interest and possibly even value. I could keep it in the 
file where nobody would see it; that would just delay 
answering the question once and for all. 
After all, I'm human, mortal, and eventually some final 
resolution would have to happen. Maybe in the back of 
my mind, I figured that if I waited long enough, some 
solution would appear. 
 
Sure enough, with the passage of time, technology has 
come to the rescue. Computers and the WWW have 
advanced to the point where I eventually realized 
that the best way to bring the potential value of the 
documentation closer to actual realization was to make 
it available to anyone who might be interested in it. I 
expect that, right now, those of us who belong to the 
CNIRS are interested in perusing some of the original 
documentation that still exists. I'm hoping that 
eventually, someone with more sophisticated 
credentials as a historian will notice and take an 
interest, and know what to do about indexing and 
categorizing it all, and make it usable as a history. 
 
Time was, to do something like this you'd have to have 
your own library. Nowadays it's a much simpler 
process, all you have to do is to post it on a 
web site. And where is there a better web site already 
available that will attract those people interested in NIR 
and in the history of it, if not our own IDRC/CNIRS 
site? So I mentioned to Susan what I had in mind, and 
outlined it to her, and asked if she'd be willing to set up 
a section of the site and post the documents as they 
came available? Susan agreed. The rest, as they say, 
is "History" (pun intended!). 
 
I then started collecting all the original documents I 
could get my hands on, related to the history (and 
especially the early history) of NIR. At the 
beginning, those were limited to the ones I had myself. 
Then I started asking some of the "old timers": Karl, 
Phil, all the conveners of the IRC’s, and anyone who I 
thought might have some of the old, original 
documents to contribute. Fortunately some did. I 
particularly want to thank Woody Barton and Jim 
Reeves for sending the documents that they had left 
from their stints as IDRC chairs. 
 
 

Continued on page 7 (Mark) 
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I'm still hoping for contributions from anyone who has 
original documents that they can contribute to the 
project. It doesn't necessarily have to be old. Any 
information that would be of public interest or of 
interest to a historian is welcome. Some of the 
documents will not be posted, at least not 
right away. Some of them are being held in reserve for 
any of several reasons, such as copyright restrictions 
and because they might be embarrassing to someone, 
being among them. 
 
My thought was to make an archive of the 
documentation openly available to anyone who might 
be interested in viewing it, in a form that could be 
preserved. I wanted it to look as much as possible like 
the original document. I also wanted it to be 
searchable, for the benefit of anyone looking for 
information about a specific subject. 
 
The files in this collection were assembled from the 
contributions of several people, who each had a 
different piece of the history of the development of 
NIR, the CNIRS and the IDRC. We thank all the 
contributors for helping us make this collection as 
complete as possible. If anyone seeing this collection 
finds that other documents, that we have not included, 
are available to them, we would appreciate any further 
contributions that can be made. Please contact 
Howard Mark: 
hlmark@nearinfrared.com to submit new material. 
 
That all takes time. Furthermore, the vast majority of 
the documentation exists only as hard copy. So the 
documents first had to be scanned, and then run 
through an Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 
program, to convert the scan into text. The text was 
saved as a WORD file, since that allows all the 
special items that might be found in some of the 
documents (graphs, pictures, equations, etc.) to be 
included. After doing the first few pages, I quickly 
learned about the strange and wonderful things that an 
OCR program can do to text! It affected both in the 
formatting and the interpretation of the text. This 
required manually reading and correcting errors in the 
document. The corrections were unfortunately, but 
inevitably, not made with 100% accuracy. An attempt 
was made to reproduce the format and visual 
appearance of the original document as much as 
possible; this was also not done to 100% accuracy. 
Anyone finding an error is requested to notify me, so 
that corrections can be made.  
 
So it became clear that manual proofreading was 
necessary to correct the errors. That takes the most 
time of all. Then before posting, each file had to be 
converted to Adobe format.  

Some of the documents were available only in 
handwritten manuscript form. For these, the text was 
transcribed manually and the transcription appended 
to the document, labeled as such. 
 
A stickier problem that arose was the question of what 
to do about errors in the original document. Sometimes 
there were obvious misspellings, missing words, 
inconsistencies, etc. Historical accuracy would dictate 
that errors in the original should be left as-is. However, 
sometimes the error was so obvious and blatant that 
the temptation to make the correction could not be 
overcome. Sometimes the two countervailing forces 
tipped the scales to a different decision even in 
relatively similar situations. For this we apologize to the 
more historically-minded. Anyone who is concerned 
about this in any particular case may also contact 
Howard at the above e-mail address, and request the 
original page scans. These, of course, are not 
searchable. 
 
We would have started posting a couple of years ago, 
but as a favor to Gary Ritchie when he requested that 
we hold off until after the commemorative IDRC, we 
waited until this year. It's just as well, as it turned out. 
There were lots of last-minute glitches that came up, 
that the extra time allowed figuring out work-arounds 
for.  
 
The files are posted in chronological order, as nearly 
as we can determine it. Most of the documents are 
dated. The sequence for those that are not dated was 
determined by other factors: documents it was 
associated with, subject matter, file date, or any other 
evidence for when it was written. Again, if anyone 
thinks that a file is misplaced in sequence, please 
Contact us, and give us whatever evidence you have 
to determine the date of a document. 
 
So we are starting to put it out on our web site. We 
hope this will also spur some more contributions that 
we can add. As long as we're doing this, we'd like to 
keep it up-to-date, so all contributions are welcome. 
However, don't just send something in unannounced; 
please contact me or Susan first, and let us know 
what's coming, when and how much. 
 
We're hoping to make this a project of the whole NIR 
community. Everybody who can, please chip in. v



 

THE NIR SPECTRUM        Volume 5, Issue 1 April 2007 
 
8 

Call for Nominations 
 
Birth Award 
 
The Awards Committee of the Council for Near-
Infrared Spectroscopy (CNIRS) is requesting 
nominations for three award categories: 
 
(1) The Gerald S. Birth Award for outstanding 
innovation in diffuse reflection or diffuse transmission 
spectroscopy is conferred by the Council for Near-
Infrared Spectroscopy (CNIRS) and sponsored by 
Unity Scientific Corp. in memory of Gerald Birth.  The 
late Dr. Birth was the founder of the International 
Diffuse Reflectance Conference (IDRC), now 
sponsored by the CNIRS. He also made many 
contributions to the instrument technology related to 
diffuse reflectance. It is fitting that the Unity Scientific 
Award carry Dr. Birth’s name, to honor him and to 
recognize his numerous innovations and contributions 
to the area of diffuse reflection, transmission and 
interaction instrumentation. 
 
This award recognizes a specific accomplishment in 
advancing the Art and Science of Near Infrared 
Spectroscopy by a senior research scientist.  All 
scientists performing research in Diffuse Reflection 
Spectroscopy or in Diffuse Transmission Spectroscopy 
in the visible, NIR or mid-IR regions are eligible for the 
award.  The award-winning work must have been 
published between 1-Jan-2006 and 31-Dec-2007.  The 
awardee (practicing or retired) may be (or have been) 
affiliated with industry, academia, government, or have 
another suitable affiliation. Undergraduate students, 
graduate students, and post-doctoral researchers are 
not eligible.  The awardee must be able to present the 
award-winning work at the IDRC meeting in 
Chambersburg, PA, 1- to 8-August-2008.  The award 
entails an honorarium of $2000.00 and expenses for 
his/her travel to the IDRC meeting and for an 
accompanying guest, up to $1500. 
 
(2) IDRC Travel Fellowships:  Support for students and 
scientists, who might otherwise be unable to attend the 
IDRC meeting without additional financial aid, is 
available from the CNIRS.  Fellowships will cover 
meeting registration and travel up to $1000.  
Applicants should submit a resume and brief statement 
of how they would benefit from attending the Meeting.  
In addition, individuals selected for support are 
expected to submit a poster of their work in the Poster 
Session of the IDRC. 
  
(3) Honorary Membership in the CNIRS:  Honorary 
Members are persons who have made exceptional 

contributions to near infrared spectroscopy and have 
been voted into their membership by the Governing 
Board of CNIRS. No more than two Honorary 
Members can be named in any fiscal year.  
Nominations and supporting documentation are to be 
submitted to the Awards Committee. 
 
Nominations and supporting material, from within 
international spectroscopy community at large, for any 
of the above three awards should be sent to David 
Hopkins, Chair of the CNIRS Awards Committee, 
NIR.Consultant@sbcglobal.net.  The deadline for all 
nomination materials to reach the Awards Committee 
is 25-Jan-2008 for the Birth Award and 22-Feb-2008 
for the Travel Fellowships and Honorary Membership 
Award.  Awardees will be announced 14-Mar-2008. v 
 
 
Continued from page 3 (McClure) 
 
I have been associated with The Council of Near 
Infrared Spectroscopy (CNIRS) since it was a dream of 
Gerry Birth in the late 1970’s. While Gerry did not 
dream up the CNIRS, it was his vision that led to it 
inception. Every year, sometimes to my surprise, it is a 
better year – due somewhat to the vision of its leaders, 
but to a larger part the result of the people in the 
trenches – researchers in the lab, the publishers of 
NIR literature, manufacturers of the instruments and 
users in the fields. This year is no exception – we have 
a super slate of officers, our publishers are stronger 
than ever, the instruments continue to improve and 
meet new needs and users are still coming to this field 
for answers. 
 
  I feel very fortunate to still be a part of this 
magnificent group of people. Many of you know that I 
returned from EAS 2006 with laryngitis which required 
antibiotics to clear up. On my way to pay the bill for the 
office visit, my doctor asked me if I was ever short of 
breath. Fortunately, I admitted that when walking in my 
neighborhood I had notices a slight shortness of breath 
on the hills. My doctor ordered a chest X-ray; which led 
to a treadmill test, which led to a cauterization of the 
heart (where dye is released to determine blockage) – 
and that led to heart surgery on  
December 18, 2006 (three bypasses and an aortic 
valve). My surgeon said that without surgery, I had at 
most three more years. I had no prior indications – no 
chest pain – nothing to speak of except a slight 
shortness of breath.  
 
 I am fortunate to report that, four months later, 
I am getting stronger each day. My cardiologist seems 
to be very pleased with my recovery, saying that such 
surgery takes from 6 to 8 months to be “yourself” 
again.  

Continued on page 9 (McClure) 
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Continued from page 8 (McClure) 
 
The key has been due to three things – exercise, 
exercise and exercise. I work out on machines three 
days per week and walk the other four. I have lost 
quite a bit of weight which I certainly could stand to 
lose. If all goes as it has gone so far, I should return to 
my favorite job – Editor-In-Chief of The NIR 
SPECTRUM, web-newsletter of the CNIRS, by this 
coming summer. 
 
 I have received many Emails, calls and letters 
from so many of you - all over the world. My words 
here cannot begin to express how meaningful they 
have been. Several of you who have had the same 
surgery (like Mike Hammersley, New Zealand) gave 
me much consolation, especially during the early days 
of my recovery process. I thank each of you for your 
correspondence and your prayers – especially your 
prayers. I am very fortunate to be here and, even 
though heart surgery is “old hat,” to me it is a miracle. I 
thank Gary Ritchie for the opportunity to share this with 
you, and I look forward to working with all of you in 
near infrared technology in the days ahead. Certainly, 
2007 stacks up to be the best year yet. v
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